WHAT CLARK RESIDENTS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT WILDLIFE,

RABIES, MOSQUITOES

AND RODENT CONTROL

Clark Township is indigenous to many types of wildlife due to its natural waterways, deciduous woodlands and suburban geographic boundaries. Types of wildlife include raccoons, opossums, skunks, groundhogs, moles, squirrels, rabbits, fox and most recently coyote. Clark also supports a large rodent (i.e. rat) population.

Rabies is a viral disease which is transmitted through virus laden saliva of a rabid animal introduced by a bite or a scratch. All warm blooded animals can be infected by the rabies virus. Since wildlife does not always appear sick or exhibit the symptoms of rabies, it is advisable to avoid contact with wildlife. Some animals such as skunks and raccoons, which are primarily nocturnal, may be seen during the daytime. This does not mean that they are rabid. Their homes may have been disturbed, it may be breeding season, or they may be foraging for food for their young.

In 2009 a rabid raccoon was identified in Clark Township in the area of Terminal Ave. 

In an effort to protect you, your family and your pets, residents are urged to take the following precautions:

1. Vaccinate your dogs and cats against rabies.

2. Make sure that all garbage, especially garbage containing food waste, is placed in metal or heavy duty plastic garbage cans with lids. 

3. Clean up after your pet. Wildlife and rats will eat animal waste.

4. Never leave pet food or water outside of your home. 

5. DO NOT FEED THE BIRDS. THIS INCLUDES BREAD. 

6. Discard of rotted vegetables from your garden.

7. Cut grass, trim bushes and cut back tree branches frequently to prevent harborage and access to your home.

8. Remove den sites such as wood pilings. Keep storage sheds free of debris and accumulation.

9. Have chimneys professionally capped. Screen off decks and porches. Rats will burrow under decks, elevated sheds etc.

10. Perform a home self-inspection. Check for broken windows, torn screens, cracks and holes in building foundations and gaps under doorways.

11. Drain pool covers of water, invert buckets, barrels, planters etc, and eliminate areas of stagnant and/or standing water.

12. Educate and supervise children to stay away from wildlife. THINK SAFETY FIRST.

13. Never attempt to corner or trap wildlife. Seek professional assistance from a certified wildlife removal company or licensed exterminator.

14. Remove compost piles as they are a source of harborage and food.

